
ANGUS MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAILS
Glen Esk, Tarfside and the Badalair

STARTING POINT

Tarfside car park, Glen Esk

SUMMARY

An exposed difficult (Red) hillside route in Glen Esk with
outstanding views of Loch Lee and Glen Mark.

LENGTH

14.5km max.

HEIGHT GAINED

402m max.

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database 2012
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Park at Tarfside car park where there are toilets and a campsite. Head West out of the car park,
over the bridge, straight ahead off the main road and on to a good track. Follow this for just over
2km until you are approaching the farm ‘Westbank’. Take the less obvious straight ahead route
keeping to the north of the farm buildings rather than veering left down through the farm.
Continue through a gate sign posted ‘Invermark’ to the road. 

The climb uphill past Auchronie farm is fairly steep but has outstanding views of Loch Lee and
Glen Mark to enjoy. 

It’s easy to miss the track at the top of the hill in the heather where you need to turn sharp right.
Follow a southeast direction for a short distance before contouring round the hill to Badalair.
Then it’s downhill all the way!

Note: There is an electric fence on the track around 1.5km up from Auchronie and another at the
bottom of the steeper downhill section from Badalair.

On the downhill, when you reach some ruins, the track takes a sharp right which isn’t obvious
(don’t go straight ahead).

CYCLING CENTRESROUTE DESCRIPTION

Angus Bike Chain

Fixing and fettling bikes for over 20 years. Large
stock of cycles, accessories, spares and clothing to
cater for your cycling needs. Route advice.

29 Commerce St, Arbroath, DD11 1NA
T: 01241 875510 
www.angusbikechain.co.uk

Angus Cycle Hub

Developing and supporting cycling in Angus.
Events, coaching, information and advice.

T: 01241 873500
E: info@anguscyclehub.co.uk
www.anguscyclehub.co.uk

CYCLE FRIENDLY BUSINESSES

The Retreat Folk Museum & Visitor Centre

The Glenesk Retreat, Tarfside, DD9 7YT
T: 01356 648070
www.gleneskretreat.scot

Doune House B&B

22-24 High Street, Edzell, DD9 7TA
T: 01356 648201
www.dounehouse-edzell.co.uk

Panmure Arms Hotel

52 High Street, Edzell, DD9 7TA
Tel: 01356 648950
www.panmurearmshotel.co.uk

Jackdaws Nest Self Catering

Hallhill, Edzell, DD9 7XT
Tel: 01356 648286
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Let other path users know
you are coming as early as
possible.  

Please watch your speed,
especially on blind corners
and dips.

Please take extra care near
wildlife and leave the
environment as you find it.

Help land managers and
others to work safely and
effectively. See ‘Route
Specifics’.

The route description and
quality of path may change
over time so please remain
flexible with your plans and
be ready to use alternative
routes. Correct at time of
print March 2017.

Check the weather forecast
and ensure you have all the
equipment you need for
your route. 

If you are in any doubt
please pop into one of our
cycle centres for advice!

Route Specifics
This is an exposed hillside
route and you should be
suitably equipped and
prepared.

Please stick to the
recommended route.

Refreshments available at
The Retreat, 2km down
Glenesk, back towards
Edzell.

DO THE RIDE THING
We love riding this route and to keep our good relationship with local landowners and other
path users we ask you to follow the advice below:

For more information on mountain biking in Angus: 
www.visitangus.com | www.anguscyclehub.co.uk | www.DMBinS.com


